Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Bolster  Towing — Kalispell 
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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Kalispell 
Maynard  Bolster,  494  N.  Somers  Road,  Kalispell 
Ed  Kennedy,  Mayor,  Drawer  1997,  Kalispell 

Kim  Potter,  Disaster  & Emergency  Services,  723  5th  Ave  East,  Kalispell 

Nakul  Verma,  Flathead  Regional  Development  Office,  Kalispell 

Charles  Conrad,  700  Addispn  Square  Road,  Kalispell 

Burt  Wollen,  751  Addison  Square  Road,  Kalispell 

Bob  Ball  and  Rae  Ann  Cichy,  746  Addison  Square  Road,  Kalispell 

Dennis  and  Margo  Frownfelter,  693  Addison  Square  Road,  Kalispell 

Gary  Stempin,  Flathead  County  Junk  Vehicle  Program,  Kalispell 

John  Hamill,  Floodplain  Management  Section,  DNRC,  Helena 

Kevin  Keenan,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  DHES,  Helena 

Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Helena,  MT 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena,  MT 

Darlene  Staffeldt,  State  Library,  Capital  Complex,  Helena,  MT 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning /Maynard 
Bolster/dba/Bolster's  Towing  in  Kalispell  MT.  ' 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  En- 
vironmental Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15)  days 
at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

JUN  2 5 )986 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 

Ends . 

CF/ba 


Sincerely, 

Carol  Fox 

Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Telephone  (406)  444-2667 


' 

AN  equal  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER  \ 

I 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Division/Bureau Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 


Project  or  Application  Maynard  Bolster /dba/Bolster  Towing 

Description  of  Project establishing  and  licensing  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility 


mi  Addison  Square  Road  in  Kalispell  (legal  description:  western  half  of  tract  1 
SFA  of  Section  22,  Township  29N,  Range  2 IW) . 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
li fe  and  habi tats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 
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DHES/ESD-1 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Social  structures  ar 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  qualit 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activitie 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  populatioi 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Loca ; ly  adopted  en- 
viron.mental  plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlappinq  iurisdirtinn 

y J saiction Elathead  County  Junk  Vehic.lp  Program^  HMRr 

i^Qdplain  Mana^ment  Section,  Flathead  Co.  Disaster  & Emergency  Services. 

Individuals  or  groups  contributina  tn  thic  pfd 

iLnouung  to  this  PER.__dnrc.  Floodplain  Management  SppM on, 

" — Llathead  Dl-saster  & Emergency  Services.  Mavnard  Bolster  

Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  Not  necessary 


PER  Prepared  by:  Carol  fox 



bHES/ESD-2 


Potential  Impact  on  Physical  Environment 


2.  Water  quality,  quantity  and  distribution 

The  proposed  facility  is  in  the  500  year  floodplain  of  the  Flathead 
River  and  adjacent  to  the  100  year  floodplain  of  Spring  Creek  (see 
floodplain  map).  Potential  impacts  to  water  quality  could  result  when 
the  facility  is  flooded. 

The  operation  of  vehicle  salvage  yards  over  time  characteristically 
results  in  accidental  spillages  of  waste  motor  fluids  from  dismantling 
and  recycling  operations.  Examples  of  such  fluids  include  motor  fuels, 
oil,  coolant,  brake  fluids,  and  grease.  This  applicant  only  plans  to 
use  the  area  for  vehicle  storage  and  not  dismantling,  thus  minimizing 
potential  contamination  cvf  surface  and/or  groundwaters. 

Section  75-5-605  (1)  of  the  Montana  Water  Quality  Act  states  in 
part  that  "it  is  unlawful  to  cause  pollution  as  defined  in  75-5-103  of 
any  state  waters  or  to  place  or  caused  to  be  placed  any  wastes  in  a 
location  where  they  are  likely  to  cause  pollution  of  any  state  waters." 
Wrecked  or  discarded  equipment,  oil,  grease,  and  chemicals  are  wastes  by 
definition  (75—5—103  MCA) . The  same  section  of  law  defines  pollution 
generally  as  contamination  which  exceeds  permitted  water  quality 
standards  or  which  will  or  is  likely  to  create  a nuisance  or  render  the 
waters  harmful,  detrimental,  or  injurious  to  the  ecosystem.  In  the 
event  of  flooding  the  operation  of  a wrecking  facility  at  this  location 
could  conceivably  result  in  an  increased  contamination  of  oils  in 
surface  waters  over  that  occurring  naturally.  However,  it  would  be 
highly  speculative  to  presume  that  wastes  associated  with  facility  would 
pollute  to  the  degree  prohibited  by  the  Water  Quality  Act. 

Flathead  County  floodplain  regulations  prohibit  the  storage  of 
materials  or  equipment  in  the  100  year  floodplain  that  cannot  be  proper- 
ly anchored  and  readily  removed.  The  proposed  facility  is  outside  of 
the  100  year  floodplain  and,  therefore,  does  not  violate  floodplain 
regulations.  However,  the  applicant  plans  to  place  fence  posts  3'  in 
the  ground  to  prevent  vehicle  flotation  should  flooding  occur. 

Since  the  applicant  will  not  be  salvaging  the  vehicles  and  the 
facility  is  not  in  the  100  year  floodplain,  the  proposed  facility  is  not 
anticipated  to  have  any  significant  impact  on  water  quality.  The 
applicant  will  be  held  liable  under  the  water  quality  law  for  any 
pollution  problems  that  result  from  the  operation  of  the  facility. 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quantity,  and  quality 

The  process  of  moving  vehicles  within  the  yard  and  the  storage  of 
those  vehicles  will  displace  the  vegetative  cover  currently  in  the  yard. 
This  displacement  should  be  minor  and  should  not  significantly  impact 
the  area  ecosystem. 

5.  Aesthetics 

The  State  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  Act  and  regulations 
require  motor  vehicles  wrecking  facilities  to  be  shielded  from  public 


view.  No  junk  vehicles  may  be  visible  from  a point  six  feet  above  the 
centerline  of  an  public  road. 

The  proposed  facility  consists  of  a vehicle  storage  area  (no 
buildings)  approximately  1.22  acres  in  size.  It  is  bordered  by  the 
Addison  Square  Road  to  the  south,  a creek  and  trees  to  the  east,  an  open 
pasture  and  trees  to  the  north,  and  a residence  to  the  east. 

To  shield  the  storage  yard  area  from  public  view,  the  applicant 
plans  to  construct  an  attractive  wooden  fence  of  rough  dimensional 
lumber  approximately  6'  to  8'  in  height  around  the  entire  storage  area. 
Due  to  site  topography,  the  east  fence  may  need  to  be  higher  to  ade- 
quately shield  junk  vehicles  from  view  of  Addison  Square  Road. 

To  minimize  the  aesthetic  impacts  associated  with  this  project,  the 
applicant  will  plant  evergreen  trees  along  the  south  fencing  of  the 
facility  abutting  Addison  Square  Road  and  plant  additional  deciduous 
bushes  (willow/poplar)  along  the  west  fence  to  augment  screening  provid- 
ed by  existing  vegetation.  Also,  the  south  fence  will  be  staggered  with 
the  entrance  gate  recessed  behind  it  (perpendicular  to  Addison  Square 
Road  instead  of  parallel  to  it) . This  design  will  prevent  viewing  the 
vehicle  inventory  when  the  gate  is  open. 

State  law  requires  that  the  proposed  facility  be  screened  from  view 
of  public  roads,  not  private  residences.  However,  it  appears  that  the 
proposed  screening  will  adequately  shield  the  facility  from  both. 

For  reasons  stated  above  the  aesthetic  impacts  of  establishing  this 
wrecking  facility  should  not  be  significant.  A license  will  not  be 
issued  until  the  facility  is  screened  according  to  the  law  and  regu- 
lations . 


Potential  Impacts  on  Human  Environment 


3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue. 

6.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income. 

8.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment. 

Typically,  establishing  and  licensing  a new  motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  has  a minimum  positive  impact  on  the  above  criteria.  Wrecking 
facilities  support  other  business  activities  and  can  provide  additional 
income  and  employment.  The  applicant,  however,  does  not  plan  to  disman- 
tle vehicles  or  sell  parts;  he  plans  to  use  the  yard  to  store  towed 
vehicles  until  they  are  claimed  or  sold  at  a Sheriff's  auction.  There- 
fore, establishing  and  licensing  this  proposed  facility  should  have  no 
impact  on  the  above  criteria. 

9.  Distribution  and  density  of  population  and  housing 

Wrecking  yards,  particularly  unshielded  ones,  are  generally  viewed 
as  eyesores  and  considered  detrimental  to  property  values.  Establishing 
a wrecking  facility  at  this  location  may  have  an  adverse  impact  on 
future  sales  of  neighboring  residences.  However,  because  the  applicant 
will  screen  the  facility  with  an  attractive  wooden  fence  and  augment 
that  scieening  with  trees  and  bushes,  and  because  he  will  only  be 
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storing  vehicles  at  the  yard,  the  impact  of  this  proposal  on  the  above 
criteria  should  not  be  significant. 

10.  Demands  for  government  services. 

Periodic  routine  inspections  by  state  and  local  junk  vehicles 
program  officials  will  be  necessary  to  assure  that  the  facility  is  being 
maintained  and  operated  in  compliance  with  the  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling 
Disposal  law  and  rules.  A minor  amount  of  administrative  effort  will  be 
required  in  establishing  files  on  correspondence  with  the  business. 
Demands  for  other  government  services  are  not  expected  to  be  signifi- 
cant . 


13.  Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals. 

The  Flathead  Regional  Development  Office  has  certified  that  local 
zoning  ordinances  do  not  ^prohibit  this  proposed  land  use  at  this  lo- 
cation. 
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lONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


SCIENCES 


MOTOR  VEHICLE 


WRICKING  FACILITY 


APPT.ICATION  FOR  T.ICENSE 


Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to:  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Room  B-201  Cogswell  Building 

,,  _ Helena,  MT  59620 

1)  Name  of  applicant:  

2)  Name  of  facility:  i ' «^V  

3)  Address: 


4)  Size  and  legal  description  of  facility:  ^ E 

_ ^ 

f » Pf  C ♦ 


2-X  -r_ 


5)  If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  of  lessor  who  holds 
title  to  the  property: 

Name: 


Address: 


6)  Attachments:  a)  Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility. 

b)  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  type  and 

adequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 
of  buildings. 


7) 


8) 


I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances  (to  be  signed  by 
appropriate  local  governmental f icial  having  knowledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances)  . 

TITLE- 

PVc,-:,;„  Dhectof 


OF: 


(city  or  county) 


F’ar-s 

Ail-.--.. 


-d  P, 


Clonal  Dev^  Offfr^ 

" -nrc-jJ  atait 


.'Jf.'!  Averuse  East 

Date  (year  and  month)  that  your  facility  will  begin  operation*/’  59901  i 

ii — 7 PHONE:  ^ ^ ^ 


SIGNATURE  OF  APPLICANT: 


^ ■S’C 


TITLE: 


^ t-cy  ^ 'C  P 


DATE: 


r.'niE:  MAP  AREA  SHOW’.'  O':  T!!!'; 


